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know D.C. residents are depending on him to
turn his party around and treat D.C. resi-
dents the same way they treat their folks
back home.

Now is not the time to be quiet. Now is the
time to speak out. Speaker Newt Gingrich
has opened the door. The next town hall
meeting should be held at the air condi-
tioned convention center so that the minds
of speakers can concentrate on what they
have to say and not the heat.

Congresswoman Norton and Mr. Gingrich
have a good thing going here. Let’s just hope
it is not all talk.

f

THE LOWER EAST SIDE
TENEMENT MUSEUM

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 1995

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. I rise before you today to
announce the introduction of a bill that will
grant the Lower East Side Tenenment Mu-
seum, located at 97 Orchard Street in my Dis-
trict, affiliated status with the National Park
Service. I have introduced this piece of legisla-
tion in conjunction with my colleague and fel-
low New Yorker, Congresswoman SUSAN MOL-
INARI, and I trust our efforts will lead to the
prompt passage of this bill.

Located on the island of Manhattan, today’s
Lower East Side remains what it has been for
over 150 years: a vibrant, ethnic, working-
class enclave welcoming America’s newest
residents. The earlier European communities
which gave distinctive flavors to the neighbor-
hood have been replaced by Asian, Latin
American, and Caribbean residents. The immi-
grant lifestyle, a rich weave of interlacing
threads, plays out its daily drama in an envi-
ronment largely unchanged in many ways
from the Lower East Side of 100 years ago. In
numberous places 19th century brick tene-
ments still line the streets—housing busi-
nesses at the street level, and families in the
floors above. The Lower East Side maintains
a distinct identity, whose present character
harkens back to a Big Apple of yesteryear.

As a nation, we take pride in commemorat-
ing important contributions to our culture.
Monuments to illustrious leaders abound;
icons such as the Statue of Liberty pay hom-
age to our ideals; log cabins and farmhouses
stand as symbols of our agrarian roots. Until
recently, however, the urban, working-class
immigrant element of our heritage remained a
historically important, yet undercelebrated sec-
tor of the American experience. The Lower
East Side Tenement Museum strives to fill that
niche, and Congresswoman MOLINARI and I
aim to help facilitate that task.

The museum is believed to be the Nation’s
first to be specifically devoted to the urban im-
migrant experience. It is housed in an actual
historic tenement, and its board members and
staff have pursued the museum’s mission to
interpret immigrant life in the Lower East
Side—and its importance to U.S. history. The
museum’s work has extended into the present
social fabric of the Lower East Side, and the
Lower East Side Tenement Museum has
quickly blossomed into a nationally renowned
institution. Its promotion of: tolerance, ethnic
diversity, cultural, and intergenerational inter-
action, and urban understanding have made
the museum a valued part of my community,

of New York and of this country as a whole.
In no other museum do the past, the present,
and the future come together so perfectly, and
in a few others can Americans learn so much
about their past, while reflecting on the issues
they must grapple daily.

The idea of a tenement museum grew out
of the social history movement. The latter
holds that the history of ordinary people is an
important component of an accurate historical
record. In the words of the museum’s founder
and president, Ruth J. Abram,

We’ve saved log cabins, farmhouses, and
the living spaces of the rich and famous.
These efforts have greatly enhanced our un-
derstanding of ourselves as a nation. But
we’ve never saved an example of the 19th
century urban tenement. Without it, our per-
ception of America, and particularly her im-
migrant, working-class past, is skewed and
incomplete.

It is this very vision that has earned the mu-
seum such praise, and that has prompted our
legislative proposal.

In 1988, the newly formed museum deter-
mined to preserve a tenement and selected 97
Orchard Street. Scanning the continuous wall
of brick tenements along Orchard Street, it
would be difficult to differentiate the Lower
East Side Tenement Museum. It looks like all
its neighbors up and down Orchard and the
surrounding streets. But number 97 is remark-
able. While two lower floors continued to oper-
ate as commercial space, the top four floors
were sealed for decades, until the discovery
by the Lower East Side Tenement Museum.
Rooms, wall paper, plumbing, and lighting are
preserved as they were left almost 60 years
ago. Due in part, to its exceptional degree of
integrity, the building conveys a vivid sense of
the conditions experienced by its tenants—
conditions shared by millions of tenement
dwellers throughout the city.

The building also serves as an excellent
material record of the results of early housing
reform legislation in New York City, particularly
the Tenement House Act of 1901. While living
conditions on the Lower East Side declined
continually throughout the 19th century, by
1900 they were so deplorable that the city
passed its farthest reaching laws to regulate
housing. Changes to 97 Orchard Street in
1905, which are a direct result of those laws,
survive today and are still clearly chronicled in
the tenement’s historic fabric. The history of
standards for tenement plumbing, lighting, and
ventilation, and means of egress, are con-
tained within its walls.

The legislation we have introduced today is
a bipartisan effort at allowing this marvelous
museum to expand its functions, and while
granting it affiliated status with the National
Park Service will not cause the latter to incur
any costs, it will allow the museum to com-
plement the historical trilogy of Castle Clinton,
Ellis Island, and the Statue of Liberty.

The legislation has been introduced by Sen-
ators MOYNIHAN and D’AMATO in the Senate,
and promises to clear that Chamber during the
present session. The bill is supported by the
New York State and city governments, as well
as by civic leaders, small business owners, or-
ganized labor, the Wall Street community, and
the National Park Service. I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to join Con-
gresswoman MOLINARI and me in sponsoring
this historic piece of legislation, and giving the
Lower East Side Tenement Museum its right-

ful place in the annals of our great Nation’s
history.
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HON. CLIFF STEARNS
OF FLORIDA
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Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I commend
these two poems to my colleagues. They were
written by Ellen M. Fisher from Belleview, FL,
a constituent of mine.

VETERANS

Our veterans have suffered through many
struggles and strife,

To protect our American way of life.
Most of them volunteered to go in our place,
Young and old, some from every race.

They’ve fought in places too numerous to
name.

Some we never heard about, others gained
heroic fame.

No matter what the assignment, whether a
task great or small,

Each and every one of them can stand proud
and tall.

They sacrificed so much for us, some limbs,
some sight, some lives,

So we could enjoy liberty and freedom and
all that freedom buys.

We can never say thank you long or loud
enough,

To erase the pain and suffering that has been
so very tough.

The things we take for granted, they fought
so hard for.

Have you thanked our many veterans for
going off to war?

There are those who never came home from
war,

And some who have never been accounted
for.

The answers to these questions are known
somewhere,

They didn’t just vanish into thin air.

The door should never be closed on our
POW’s and MIA’s.

While the search continues, America prays.
We want to know without a shadow of a

doubt,
Of our friends and loved ones whereabouts.

Our veterans deserve much more than we
give.

It’s only because of them that we can really
live.

They may not be perfect, but neither are we.
If it were not for their service, we wouldn’t

be free.

AMERICA, THE BEST

If you don’t think America is the best place
on earth,

If you don’t want to claim it as the land of
your birth,

If you can’t look at the red, white, and blue,
and say I love it so,

Then take a look around the world at places
you might go.

Our world is made up of many countries,
Heartwarming people, beautiful terrain,
Many languages and ideals, but basically

we’re all the same.

There is no place on earth that enjoys the
freedoms Americans have.

We can worship, work, or travel on any day
of the week.

There’s no one to stop us, when life’s many
pleasures we seek.
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There have been no major wars fought on

U.S. soil, and our needs are met when
we are willing to toil.

We can start a new business, or work at the
old,

Go in every day and do as we’re told;
Or we can put out the effort, the time, and

pray,
But isn’t that the great advantages of the

AMERICAN WAY.

Where else on earth can you say you’re real-
ly free,

And sing that song of honor ‘‘My Country
Tis of Thee’’?

From north to south, and east to west,
We should be so thankful that we live in

AMERICA, THE BEST.
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OF NEW YORK
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Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of a great man, Albert J.
Riley, who died shortly before we broke for the
August recess. Al was the kind of man we
don’t hear enough about these days. He
worked hard, raised a family, and served his
community and his country.

Like many men in his generation, Al served
in World War II. On his 30th mission with the
392d Bomb Group of the 8th Air Force 576th
Bomb Squadron, Al was shot down and was
held as a prisoner of war for 9 months. He
was decorated as a war hero, receiving the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star,
the Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters and
the POW medal.

When he returned from the war, he worked
for the New York Telephone Co., for 35 years
while he and his wife, Ann, raised a family of
nine children, two of who have died. The oth-
ers grew up, married, and presented Al with
12 grandchildren. After retiring from the tele-
phone company, Al joined several of his sons
in the restaurant business. Anyone who ever
went to Riley’s Place knows that Al’s success
in that business came from treating customers
as though they were family.

Al was a dedicated husband, father, grand-
father, brother, and friend. It’s people like Al
Riley who have made this country what it is
today.
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BANDMASTER, DR. JOHN M. LONG

HON. TERRY EVERETT
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 1995

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, Alabama’s be-
loved bandmaster, Dr. Johnny Long, retires
this year after three decades as director of
bands at Troy State University, Troy, AL. In-
stead of resting on his laurels, Johnny Long
has always looked to the next goal and
achieved it. This motto has served him well
throughout his career as I’m sure it will in re-
tirement.

His numerous achievements include past
president of the prestigious American Band-

masters Association, and recipient of the 1994
Sudler Medal of Honor from the Sousa Foun-
dation for this many contributions to the excel-
lence of bands and band music. Johnny Long
was also elected in 1994 to the National Band
Association’s Hall of Fame of Distinguished
Band Conductors, becoming the youngest ac-
tive bandmaster to be so honored.

Dr. Johnny Long inspires an uncommon
passion for musical scholarship in all he
touches. Witness the fact that over his career
more than 200 of his former students have be-
come active high school band directors and
college music educators throughout the United
States.

To be sure, the whole Nation owes a debt
of gratitude to Dr. Johnny Long on this occa-
sion of his retirement from nearly half a cen-
tury of bandmastery.
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1995 GREATER CINCINNATI BUSI-
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a prominent Cincinnatian and a
good friend, Arthur C. Avril, who will be in-
ducted into the Greater Cincinnati Business
Hall of Fame on September 20, 1995. We
thank him for the vision and service that he
has so generously given to the business com-
munity and the entire Greater Cincinnati area.

Mr. Avril graduated from the Ohio State Uni-
versity in 1925 where he studied mining engi-
neering. Within 3 years of graduating, he had
formed one of the first ready-mix concrete
plants in the United States, Avril True Batch
Concrete Co.

Mr. Avril designed one of the first ready-mix
trucks to use a rotary drum, which prevents
concrete from settling. His company supplied
concrete for many projects, including 500,000
tons used to build Cincinnati’s Union Terminal
in the early 1930’s. This project was the first
in the United States to specify concrete on the
basis of its strength, rather than the proportion
of its materials.

In 1936, Mr. Avril formed a new company,
Sakrete, to meet the growing need for smaller
quantities of concrete. The secret to Sakrete’s
success was Mr. Avril’s ability to recognize the
needs of the do-it-yourself trade for small
quantities of concrete. Today, Sakrete has 80
licensed operations around the world, and is a
household name recognized for quality. Mr.
Avril is also an internationally known inventor.
He is the holder of 18 patents, including two
new patents approved this year. Still working
at 94 years old, Mr. Avril personifies the Amer-
ican dream.

All of us in Cincinnati congratulate Mr. Avril
upon his induction into the Greater Cincinnati
Business Hall of Fame. It is a deserved rec-
ognition of his many accomplishments.

TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF
BLAKESLEE ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today and pay tribute to
an exceptional city located in Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. This year, the city of
Blakeslee, will celebrate the 100th anniversary
of its founding.

Blakeslee is located in Williams County in
northwest Ohio. The area has a rich history
dating back to earliest settlements in the Ohio
territory. Its position above the St. Joseph
River made it a favorite for pioneers traveling
West. The city itself dates from its incorpora-
tion in 1895.

Today, Blakeslee is a community renowned
for its civic pride and commitment to service.
Throughout its history there has never been a
lack of enthusiasm or volunteer labor for its
many projects. The citizens have continually
displayed the Ohio tradition of neighborliness
and caring for others.

Mr. Speaker, anniversaries are a time to re-
flect upon past accomplishments. They are
also a time to look toward new horizons. I ask
my colleagues to join me today in recognizing
the history and achievements of the city of
Blakeslee and encouraging its citizens to con-
tinue to uphold its impressive legacy.
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HONORING THE WINNERS OF
HISPANIC INDEPENDENCE AWARDS

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Hispanic Independence
Awards Ceremony that will be held on Satur-
day, September 16, 1995, at the General Mo-
tors Institute in my hometown of Flint, MI.

September is National Hispanic Heritage
Month and the Hispanic Independence Awards
Ceremony kicks off a month-long celebration
of Hispanic culture, ideas, and achievements
in Genesee County. The Hispanic community
will once again honor individuals who have
selflessly committed themselves to making
Fling and Genesee County a better place in
which to live.

Each award is named for a prominent de-
ceased member of the Hispanic community
who exemplified the ideas espoused by the
award. The Pedro Mata Leadership Award is
given to a person who has provided leader-
ship, encouragement, and influence in the His-
panic community. This year’s recipient is Mrs.
Guadalupe ‘‘Lupe’’ Morgan. The Tano
Resendez Award for community service is
given to a person who has dedicated personal
efforts to promoting civic and cultural activities.
The award this year is being given to Mrs.
Juanita Diaz. The Joe Benavidez Award for
education is presented to a person who has
supported educational issues relating to His-
panics of all ages, Mrs. Ana Maria Hufton is
this year’s recipient. The Labor Involvement
Award is being given to Mr. Juan Diaz for his
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